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MASTER’S CERTIFICATES – SHORT UPDATE

STANDING COMMITTEE ON QUEBEC FISHING VESSELS 
SAFETY

FEBRUARY 2013
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International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel

Personnel, 1995

Canada has ratified the STCW-F convention in 
June 2010

The STCW-F convention has entered into force 
on September 29, 2012

The MPR are currently under review to give 
ff h STCW F ieffect to the STCW-F requirements

Entry into force ?
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REQUIREMENTS TO HOLD A CERTIFICATE

3

SMALL VESSEL OPERATOR

Was only a training certificate

Will b ifi f ( di dWill become a new certificate of competency (credit card 
format)

Validity:
Master, vessel not exceeding 12 m in length overall

Near coastal class 2 voyages, or sheltered waters

Prerequisites:
Small vessel operator training certificate

MED with respect to small non‐pleasure domestic vessel basic 
safety (minimum A3)

Marine basic first aid

Appropriate radio operator certificate
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SMALL VESSEL OPERATOR COURSE

The new small vessel operator course will consist of 4 different modules:The new small vessel operator course will consist of 4 different modules:

“Basic Module”:  Mandatory module for all (34 hours)

“Fishing module”: Additional module for fishing vessels (6 hours)

“Passenger module”:  Additional module for small passenger 
vessels (6 hours)( )

“Tug module”: Additional module for tugs (6 hours) + 2 months 
of service
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SMALL VESSEL OPERATOR PROFICIENCY COURSE
TRAINING CERTIFICATE RECOGNITION

The Small Vessel Operator proficiency (SVOP) course passed before the 
amendments to theMarine Personnel Regulations (MPR) will credit the newamendments to the Marine Personnel Regulations (MPR), will credit the new 
« Basic module »

Persons who will have obtained the SVOP training certificate before the 
amendments to the MPR, will be able to continue operating fishing vessels not 
exceeding 15 gross tonnage or not exceeding 12 metres

After the entry into force of the revised MPR, the new Small vessel operator 
certificate of competency will be limited only to fishing vessels not exceeding 12 
metres

The captain of a vessel of more than 12 metres, will be required to hold an FM4 or 
a certificate of service as master
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EXCHANGE – FISHING MASTER CLASS 3

Old  New Unlimited Limited  Near coastal  Sheltered 

Only one possibility

certificate certificate of 
competency

waters waters (200 
miles or 
continental 
shelf)

class 2 voyages 
(25 miles)

waters voyage

Fishing 
Master, 
Third Class
(CFV3)

(STCW‐F)
Master, 
Fishing Vessel 
Less than 45 

Officer in 
charge of 
the watch

Master of 
fishing vessel 
less than 45 
metres in 

Master of 
fishing vessel 
less than 45 
metres in length

Master of 
fishing vessel 
less than 45 
metres in length
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metres in 
Length, 
Limited 
Waters

length
Master, vessel 

of any type 
(except tugs) of 
less than 60 
gross tonnage

Master, vessel 
of any type 
(except tugs) of 
less than 60 
gross tonnage

FISHING MASTER 4TH CLASS, EXCHANGE CHOICES

Old 
certificate

Requirements 
for exchange

New 
certificate

Limited waters
(200 miles or  
continental shelf)

Near coastal
voyage, class 2 
(25 milles)

Sheltered waters 
voyage

Fishing 
Master, Fourth 
Class (CFV 4)

None Fishing Master,
Fourth Class, 
Limited waters

Master, fishing 
vessel of less than 
100 gross tonnage
Officer in charge of 

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
(Canadian ports only)

Master, fishing 
vessel of less than 
100 gross tonnage
Officer in charge of 

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
(Canadian ports only)
Master, vessel of 

any type (except tugs) 
of less than 60 GT

Master, fishing vessel 
of less than 100 gross 
tonnage
Officer in charge of 

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
(Canadian ports only)
Master, vessel of any 

type (except tugs) of 
less than 60 GT

Fishing  24 months of  (STCW‐F) Officer in charge of  Officer in charge of  Officer in charge of 
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Master, Fourth 
Class (CFV 4)

service on a vessel 
of at least 12m
Ship construction 

and stability exam, 
level 1 (SCS 1)
Simulated 

electronic 
navigation fishing 
(SEN‐F)

Officer, fishing 
vessel of less 
than 45 m in 
length, limited 
waters

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
Master of fishing 

vessel less than 24 
metres in length

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
Master of fishing 

vessel less than 24 
metres in length
Master, vessel of 

any type (except tugs) 
of less than 60 GT

the watch of fishing 
vessel less than 45 
metres
Master of fishing 

vessel less than 24 
metres in length
Master, vessel of any 

type (except tugs) of 
less than 60 GT



5

THE END
Denis Bélanger g
Examinateur nautique, Sécurité maritime / Nautical examiner, Marine 
Safety 
Transports Canada / Transport Canada (NM‐RIM) 
180, de la Cathédrale 
Rimouski (QC), G5L 5H9 
Tél. / Phone: (418) 722.3040 ou 1.800.427.4417 
Téléc. / Fax: (418) 722.3332 
Courriel / Email : denis.belanger@tc.gc.ca 
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Gouvernement du Canada / Governement of Canada


