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DECK WATCH ADDITIONAL PERSON REQUIREMENT ON BOARD A 
FISHING VESSEL RAISED FROM 5 TO 15 GROSS TONNAGE 
                                                    

Purpose

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform stakeholders that the lower cut-off set out in the Marine Personnel 
Regulations (MPR), whereby an additional person for the deck watch is required onboard fi shing vessels, has 
been raised from 5 to 15 gross tonnage.

Scope

This bulletin applies only to a fi shing vessel of less than 15 gross tonnage.

Background

Traditionally, many of the smaller size fi shing vessels of less than 15 gross tonnage operate with only one or 
two persons on board.

Since there was no requirement to have certifi cated masters and offi cers on fi shing vessels of up to 60 tons 
under the previous Crewing Regulations (CR), nor to have a safe manning document, not much attention was 
previously paid to the deck watch requirements for these smaller fi shing vessels. 

The requirements for an additional person for the deck watch on board all vessels, including fi shing vessels, 
of more than 5 gross tonnage was previously found in the Crewing Regulations, Part 1: Requirements for 
Canadian vessels, Division 5: Self propelled vessels and has been incorporated in the Marine Personnel 
Regulations, Part 2: Crewing, Division 2: Canadian vessels (that applies in respect of self-propelled 
Canadian vessels), with no modifi cation.  
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Subject:



Stakeholders have indicated that they want to retain the fl exibility to operate with one or two persons on 
board fi shing vessels of less than 15 gross tonnage, when found safe to do so.

Transport Canada Marine Safety had no intention to impose an increase in the minimum manning of these 
small fi shing vessels when it is the current practice to operate with one or two persons and intends to amend 
the MPR to correct this situation and meanwhile do not want to deprive industry of its normal way to carry 
out its operations.

Transport Canada Policy

The tonnage at which an additional person is required for the deck watch, as per paragraph 216 (2) (b) of the 
MPR, on board a fi shing vessel has been raised from 5 to 15 gross tonnage and in doing so, a fi shing vessel 
of less than 15 gross tonnage remains authorized to be manned with only one or two persons when found safe 
and appropriate by its master.

This bulletin does not exempt any vessel from the requirements of carrying a second certifi ed person to 
perform watchkeeping duties and radio watch duties in cases where the master cannot permanently stand the 
watch, for example on board a fi shing vessel making lengthy voyages and not returning to port every night.
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