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Presentation Summary

As the title suggests!

1. CCG-ER mandate: What is an environmental response?

2. Emergency Plan: Know how; 

3. Alert process: eyes in the field.



3

1. Regulatory Framework of Marine Oil Pollution Incident 

Canada is a member of IMO and signed:

• MARPOL 1978: International Convention for the Prevention of pollution from Ships

• OPRC 1990: International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and 
Cooperation

• IOPC 1992: International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds and International Convention on 
Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage

In signing these conventions, Canada has committed to the provisions of these conventions being 
reflected in its laws.
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1. Regulatory Framework: Canadian Coast Guard — Environmental Response 
(CCG-ER)

Ocean Act

This act gives to the Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) the responsibility of the CCG and indicate 
all matters over which the CCG has jurisdiction (aids to navigation, ice breaking, marine 
communication, search and rescue program, etc.)

Among these jurisdictions, we found: marine pollution response

Canada Shipping Act

Part 8 identify roles and responsibilities for the vessel and oil-handling facilities (OHF) regarding 
marine pollution and the enforcement power of the CCG-ER to achieve environmental response. 
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• The CCG-ER is the operational arm of the Government of Canada responsible for ensuring an 
appropriate response to ship-source, oil-handling facilities and mystery-source pollution 
incidents in Canadian waters.

• His aims are to repair, remedy, minimize or prevent pollution damage caused by marine 
source incident and ensure that effective measures are taken to mitigate the impact on the 
public, the environment and the economy.

• CCG-ER provides contingency planning and coordinates the efforts of all federal, provincial
and land manager organizations involved.

• Keeps internal response capacity (equipment and training) to intervene when the polluter is
unknown, unwilling or unable to respond.

1. CCG-ER Mandate
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1. Coordination Between CCG-ER and Fishing Industry

During a marine-sourced pollution incident, we might expect:

• Preventive closure of fishing areas;

• Protect fishing gear from oiling;

• Reassuring the markets on product quality;

• Stock contamination level assessment;

• Reopening criteria for fisheries; 

• Compensation file to the Ship-source Oil Pollution fund.
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2. Emergency Plan
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The priorities of the responsible party (polluter) are:

 Protect his crew, workers and his ship;

 Implement his pollution emergency plan
to protect environment;

 Stop the leak;

 Inform, without delay, the CCG on Channel 16, Marine Communications and Traffic 
Services (MCTS) or Alert Warning Network (AWN). 

In Canada, the Marine liability Act is built upon the polluter-pay principle. Then, ships are 
responsible for their oil pollution damage.

2. Fishing Boat Responsibilities
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2. Know How and the Risk

A good Emergency plan

Must explain:
• Health and Safety measures;
• Crew alert process;
• Evacuation;
• Mitigation measures;
• How to report the incident.

What you need to know:
• Products involved;
• Quantity spilled (approximately);
• Fate and behaviour of the product;
• Navigation issues (weather, anchoring, 

towing, port, etc.).
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3. Alert Process: Eyes in the Field
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Alert and Warning Network (AWN)
• AWN receives and disseminates incoming information 

regarding all marine events occurring in Quebec. The 
initial alert is sent to each federal and provincial agencies 
involved.                                       

Duty officer (24/7)
• Confirms the initial information provided by AWN

• Get a clear understanding of the situation (initial 
assessment) 

• Asks polluter’s intentions

Mobilization and appointment of members team
• Secondary alert (validated information is routed to 

involved agencies) 

• Establishing initial issues and actions

Activate the response management system
As the objectives of missions launched in the initial phase are 
achieved, a clearer understanding of the situation develops, 
and the response staff are in place, planning for the First 
Response/Monitoring Plan must be initiated.

3. Response Activation 
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3. Initial Alert 
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3. Questions Asked

If you see pollution on the water:

• Do not approach and stay upwind 
(toxic vapours);

• Never try to handle or remove 
pollution;

• Observe the situation with 
binoculars;

• Notify AWN 1-800-363-4735 
(VHF 16).

What to report to CCG-ER:

• Localization (lat/long) of the slick;

• Time of the incident or observation;

• The size of the slick;

• Slick colour;
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Question?


